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Dear Sgt. McLallen: 

Thank you for the presentation given by representatives of the Fraternal Order of 
Police to us on Monday July 7, 2008. 

As you know, Pueblo County is one of only a handful of Colorado cOlmties which 
collectively bargains with its employees. This Board is proud of its labor record and the 
partnerships which the County has fonned with three AFSCME locals to improve public 
services to the citizens of Pueblo County. However, we must respectfully decline the 
F.O.P.'s request to place a Sheriffs Office collective bargaining ordinance on the 
November 4, 2008 ballot for two reasons. First, your proposal is inconsistent with the 
procedure for recognition of unions seeking to represent Pueblo County employees 
established by the Pueblo County Union Recognition Policy. Secondly, your proposal 
would create significant legal concerns by imposing the policy and management 
judgment of the Board of County Commissioners on the Pueblo County Sheriff. As such, 
it is our opinion that the F.O.P.'s proposal will not be submitted to the voters as a ballot 
issue by the Board of County Commissioners. 

We encourage you to begin the process of building a long-term relationship of 
trust and mutual respect with the Pueblo County Sheriff by requesting acknowledgement 
as an officers association. Through such an officers group, the Fraternal Order of Police 
could provide valued input to Sheriff Taylor on a wide variety of workplace issues. After 
a period of working with the F.O.P. in such a context, Sheriff Taylor would be in a better 
position in the future to determine whether or not collective bargaining with the F.O.P. is 
consistent with his mission and the safety of the Pueblo County commurrity. 

Please extend to your membership our best wishes and our gratitude for their 
dedicated public service. 
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Copy to: 

Michael Violette, F.O.P. 
David R. Osborne 
Kirk Taylor, Pueblo County Sheriff 
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